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S8 strips with 44 frames are scanned with an EPSON model 4990 photo scanner. After each scan the film is 

transported automatically with a home build film transportation system. A sprocket wheel obtained from an old 

S8 film viewer is mounted on the axis of a steppermotor included in a Velleman K8005 steppermotor kit. 

 

 
 

 
 

The number of rotations of the sprocket wheel is monitored with a photo interrupter. The signal from the photo 

interrupter is connected to a digital input port of a Velleman K8000 PC interface board. A simple VB program 

has been written that controls the stepper motor and counts the number of rotations of the sprocket wheel. After 

4 rotations (44 frames) the filmstrip is scanned with an EPSON photo scanner model 4990. The scan command 

to the scan software is given simply by positioning the mouse above the scan command button. The left mouse 

button is connected to a relay, which is controlled by the VB program. The scanned strip is automatically saved 

in the directory chosen with a unique number. 

In this way hundreds of strips can be scanned automatically leaving the PC and scanner unattended. 
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Film transport circuitry with Velleman K8000 and K8005 kits. 
 


